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tered their self-esteem in every way. The Imperial
Chancellor in explaining the transaction to the Reichstag
afterwards described how Germany had watched with
benevolent interest Turkey's efforts in other markets, and
how, at the proper moment, she came forward to meet
the pressing needs of a Government which had hitherto
shown so great devotion in carrying out its task of re-
organization, thereby serving the cause of peace and at
the same time Germany's policy of maintaining the status
quo in the East. " It appeared, therefore, just and
reasonable, on economic and political grounds, that we
should stand by our friends the Turkish Government in
overcoming the difficulties which had arisen out of their
financial position and provide them with the means to
carry farther the work of consolidation/' 1

These words, accompanied as they were with corre-
sponding deeds, rejoiced the Turks. The Kaiser was, after
all, Turkey's true friend. Much of the enthusiasm which
had been wasted on Sir Gerard Lowther was transferred
to Baron Marschall von Bieberstein. England's subse-
quent conduct in the events of 1912 and 1913 intensified
the estrangement to the advantage of her rival, who did
not fail to underline every English sin of omission or com-
mission. And so German influence which had been
supreme on the Bosphorus under the old regime became
supreme under the new, and the German Ambassador
quietly stepped into the shoes left by his British anta-
gonist on the threshold of the Sublime Porte.

The Ottoman field so patiently and skilfully tilled by
Germany in peace yielded its most valuable fruit in the
European War.

1 Herr von Bethmann Hollweg's Speech in the Reichstag,
Dec. 10, 1910.